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From Another Angle 
 
What is love?  
 
Jesus tells us, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.” 
 
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians tells us the character of love, but what does it mean to us in 
practical ways? Perhaps the story of the Philosopher’s Love can explain. 
 
You see about two centuries ago there lived a very famous German-Jewish philosopher 
Moses Mendelssohn. Moses Mendelssohn was brilliant and compassionate—but he had 
one flaw. He was a small, hunchbacked man. Hunchback that he was, he fell in love with a 
beautiful and charming young woman named Gretchen, the daughter of a prosperous 
banker. Several months after he had met Gretchen, Mendelssohn visited her father. He 
asked him, very cautiously, how his daughter might feel about the possibility of marrying 
him, for he had come to love her very much. 
 
“Please, tell me the truth,” Mendelssohn insisted. The father hesitated and then replied: “The 
truth is that the girl is frightened by you because…because…” Mendelssohn finished his 
sentence for him, “…because I am a hunchback?” “yes,” said the father, “Because you are a 
hunchback.” 
 
Mendelssohn paused. Then after some silence he asked permission to see the daughter on 
the pretext that he wanted to say farewell to her. The father agreed. Mendelssohn went 
upstairs and found Gretchen in a room where she was busy with needlework. She avoided 
looking at him during the conversation, which Mendelssohn eventually directed to the 
subject of marriage. 
 
In the course of the conversation the young woman asked him if he really believed in the old 
saying that “marriages are made in heaven.” “Of course,” he replied. “And while we’re on 
that subject, I might as well tell you that something unusual happened to me. As you know, 
when boys are born the angels in heaven call out for all to hear, ‘This little boy is destined to 
have this special girl for a wife. It is decreed from all eternity and no one may change it.’”  
 
“So, when I was born, the angels made the unusual announcement about me, and the name 
of my future was announced. But then the angels paused and added, ‘But alas, 
Mendelssohn’s wife will have a terrible hump on her back! Then I shouted out loud before 
the court of heaven. I cried, ‘Oh, Lord, no. No. a girl who is hunchbacked will very easily 
become bitter and hard, and the object of awful jokes and hurts. No, Lord, a girl should be 
beautiful. Oh, Lord, please…please give the hump to me and let her be well-formed.’” 
 
“And you know what, Gretchen? God heard my prayer and I was glad. I am that boy and you 
are that girl.” Gretchen was deeply moved. She saw Mendelssohn in a whole new way, and 
so she became his faithful and loving wife. 
 



Whose love made the change? Mendelssohn’s? or Gretchen’s? 
 
Love in my Master’s Name; 

 

Fr Des Smit 
 
Collect 
 
Eternal God, 
you have taught us through Christ 
that love is the fulfilment of the law: 
help us to love you with all our heart,  
with all our soul, with all our mind, and with all our strength, 
and our neighbour as ourself; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Readings for 21st July 2019 
 
Hosea 1:2-10 – Psalm 85 – Colossians 2:6-19 – Luke 11:1-13  
  

Saints for the Week 
 
None noted for the week   
 

Family Crosses for the Week 
 
The family crosses are in the homes of Anne Barlow; Phyllis Bawden. Please pray 
for our brothers and sisters this week. 
 

Special Prayers 
 
Pray the Lord’s Prayer at noon every day 
Please pray for our parish, leaders and clergy, every day at 6:00pm. (Past, present 
and future) 
 

Celebrations 
 
Harrison Dewar (16) Sam Milne (16) Graham Patullo (18) Phil Squires (19) Tayla 
Squires (19) Stuart & Anne Marie Marks (20) 
 

Notices 
 

• Guided retreat at New Norcia July 17 to 20, 2019 

• Gideon’s Presentation 4th August at 18:00 

• Saturday Hobby/Treasure Sharing Day 14th September 

• Parish Picnic, Mullaloo Beach Park, 23rd November 



Roster for the Following Week (15th July to 21st July) 
 
L.A.    Delien 
Acolyte  Cuan 
Reader  Lun 
Prayers  Marion 
Music   Barry 
Usher   Margaret 
PowerPoint  Heather 
Counters  Margaret & Heather 
Morning Tea  Lun & Hugh 
Parish Centre Alan 
 

 
DO YOU NEED PASTORAL CARE? 
 
Please contact any of the following so that we may care for you in the best possible 
way: 

• Fr Des Smit (0451) 920 0258 or des.smit@yahoo.com 

• Marion Blackwell (0409) 401 788 or marion@lostrealm.com 

• Gail Mosdell (041 602 5259) or gailmosdell@bigpond.com 
 

Diary for the Week 
 
Sunday 14h July 2019 – FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

• 09:00 – Holy Eucharist – Chapel of St Mark & St Luke 

• 12:00 – Sudanese Service (Dinka) – Chapel of St Mark & St Luke 

• 19:00 – Taize Service – Chapel of St Mark & St Luke 
 
Tuesday 16th July 2019 
 

• Men’s Sin Bin – at the rectory 
 

Wednesday 170th July 2019 
 

• 19:00 – Bible Book Club – Meeting Room 
 
Thursday 18th July 2019 
 

• 10:00 – Bible Book Club – Meeting Room 

• 13:30 – Meditation – TBD 
 
Sunday 21st July - SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

• 09:00 – Holy Eucharist – Chapel of St Mark & St Luke 

• 12:00 – Sudanese Service (Dinka) – Chapel of St Mark & St Luke 

• 18:00 – Evening Prayer – Chapel of St Mark & St Luke 
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Contacts 
 
Des Smit (Rector) – 0451 920 258 – des.smit@yahoo.com 
Martha Kongor (Assistant Priest, Sudanese) – 0422 754 275 – m.kongor@yahoo.com.au 
Marion Blackwell (Churchwarden) – 0409 401 788 – marion@lostrealm.com 
Gail Mosdell (Churchwarden) – 0416 025 259 – gailmosdell@bigpond.com 
Teresa Gastevich (Secretary) – 0413 013 797 – tagastev@iinet.net.au  
Anne Marie Marks (Treasurer) – 0410 641 816 – am@marks.com.au  
Bev Richards (Prayer Chain) – 0422 814 313 – bev.richards@outlook.com 
Diane Price (Taize Service) – 9307 5591 – No email address 
Anne Barlow (Casserole Care & Bread) – 0414 734 170 – barlowcomet@iprimus.com.au 
Parish phone number & email address – 9307 1112 – office@whitfords.perth.anglican.org 
 

Social Media & Website 
 
For newsletters, pew sheets, parish blog and more – 
http://www.whitfords.perth.anglican.org 
 

 Like us on Facebook at Whitfords Anglican Community Church 
 
 

 Follow us on Twitter at Whitfords Anglican Community Church 
 

Bible Readings 
 
All our Bible readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 
unless otherwise noted. 
 

Direct Debit Information 
 
The parish account number for direct debits or electronic transfer is 
 
BSB: 706 001 
Account Number: 30003114 
 

The Last Word 
 
An elderly woman, who never married, died. She left handwritten instructions for her 
memorial service, telling her pastor to line up an all-female pallbearing team. 

 
“They wouldn’t take me out while I was alive,” the spinster had written. “I don’t want 

them to take me out when I’m dead!” 
 

We are a Community where Love Works 
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The Old Testament Lesson is written in the book of Amos, Chapter 
7 beginning to read from verse 7 (-17) 
 
7 This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb-
line, with a plumb-line in his hand.  
8 And the Lord said to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’ And I said, ‘A plumb-line.’ Then 
the Lord said, 
‘See, I am setting a plumb-line 
     in the midst of my people Israel; 
     I will never again pass them by;  
9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 
     and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 
     and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.’  
10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, ‘Amos 
has conspired against you in the very centre of the house of Israel; the land is not 
able to bear all his words.  
11 For thus Amos has said, 
“Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
     and Israel must go into exile 
     away from his land.” ’  
12 And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your 
bread there, and prophesy there;  
13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple 
of the kingdom.’  
14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, ‘I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a 
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees,  
15 and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to me, “Go, 
prophesy to my people Israel.”  
16 ‘Now therefore hear the word of the Lord. 
You say, “Do not prophesy against Israel, 
     and do not preach against the house of Isaac.”  
17 Therefore, thus says the Lord: 
“Your wife shall become a prostitute in the city, 
     and your sons and your daughters shall fall by the sword, 
     and your land shall be parcelled out by line; 
you yourself shall die in an unclean land, 
     and Israel shall surely go into exile away from its land.” ’  

 
Hear the word of the Lord; 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 82 
 
God has stood up in the council of heaven: 
in the midst of the gods he gives judgement. 
 
‘How long will you judge unjustly: 
and favour the cause of the wicked? 
 



‘Judge for the poor and fatherless: 
vindicate the afflicted and oppressed. 
 
‘Rescue the poor and needy: 
and save them from the hands of the wicked. 
 
‘They do not know, they do not understand, 
they walk about in darkness: 
all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
 
‘Therefore I say, “Though you are gods: 
and all of you children of the Most High, 
 
‘“Nevertheless you shall die like a mortal: 
and fall like one of the princes.”’ 
 

Arise, O God, and judge the earth: 
for you shall take all nations as your possession. 
 

Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 
 

The New Testament Reading is written in the Epistle to the 
Colossians Chapter 1 beginning to read from verse 1 (-14) 
 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 To 
the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father. 3 In our prayers for you we always thank God, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,4 for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and 
of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel 6 that 
has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has 
been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly 
comprehended the grace of God. 7 This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved 
fellow-servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, 8 and he has made 
known to us your love in the Spirit. 9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we 
have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the 
knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you may 
lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good 
work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 11 May you be made strong with all 
the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure 
everything with patience, while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has 
enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued 
us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Hear the word of the Lord; 
Thanks be to God 
 

 



Gospel Reading 
 
Luke 10:25-37 
 
25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?’ 26 He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read 
there?’ 27 He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbour as yourself.’ 28 And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do 
this, and you will live.’ 29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is 
my neighbour?’ 30 Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 
leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and 
when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he 
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan 
while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He 
went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then 
he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The 
next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of 
him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.” 36 Which of 
these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the 
robbers?’ 37 He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go and 
do likewise.’ 

 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord; 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 
 


