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We Are A Community Where Love Works 
 

From Another Angle 
 
As we commemorate the visit of the Magi to the new-born Christ, I wonder what their 
friends and family thought of their trip from their home to the far away village of 
Bethlehem.  
 
What did the people they met on their travels think of the men, did they think them 
crazy? Did they dismiss them as being eccentric?  What do you think of them as you 
watch them kneeling in front of the Holy Family? 
 
Perhaps the following will help to explain what I mean; A family of five were enjoying 
their day at the beach. The children were bathing in the ocean and making castles in 
the sand when in the distance a little old lady appeared. Her grey hair was blowing in 
the wind and her clothes were dirty and ragged. She was muttering something to 
herself as she picked up things from the beach and put them into a bag. 
 
The parents called the children to their side and told them to stay away from the old 
lady. As she passed by, bending down every now and then to pick things up, she 
smiled at the family. But her greeting wasn’t returned. 
 
Many weeks later they learnt that the little old lady had made it her lifelong crusade 
to pick up bits of glass from the beach so children wouldn’t cut their feet. 
 
Love in my Master’s Name; 
 

Fr Des Smit 
 
Collect 
 
Lord God of the nations, 
we have seen the star of your glory rising in splendour: 
may the brightness of your incarnate Word 
pierce the night that covers the earth, 
signal the dawn of justice and peace, 
and beckon all nations to walk as one in your light. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
in the splendour of eternal light, God for ever and ever. Amen. 



Readings for 12th January 2020 – THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 
Isaiah 42:1-9 – Psalm 29 – Acts 10:34-43 – Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Family Crosses for the Week 
 
The family crosses are in the homes of Anne Clarke; Coralie Cocks. Please pray 
for our brothers and sisters during this week 
 
Special Prayers 
 

• Pray the Lord’s Prayer at noon every day 

• Please pray for our parish, leaders and clergy, every day at 6:00pm. (Past, 
present and future) 

 
Celebrations 
 
Robert and Victoria Brown (5) Michael and Maris Gleeson (10) 
 
 
Notices 

 

• DON’T FORGET!!! Australia Day BBQ in Parish Centre at 5 pm on Sunday January 26, 
2020. 

• Guided Parish Retreat at New Norcia 15/07/2020 – 18/07/2020 
 

 
DO YOU NEED PASTORAL CARE? 
 
Please contact any of the following so that we may care for you in the best possible 
way: 

• Fr Des Smit (0451) 920 0258 or des.smit@yahoo.com 

• Marion Blackwell (0409) 401 788 or marion@lostrealm.com 

• Gail Mosdell (041 602 5259) or gailmosdell@bigpond.com 
 
Roster for the Following Week (30th December to 5th January 2020) 
 
L.A.    Bev 
Acolyte  Sam 
Reader  Rachel 
Prayers  Marion 
Usher   Lun 
PowerPoint  Paul 
Counters  Lun & Paul 
Sunday School Delien & Anne C. 
Morning Tea  Rachel & Margaret 
Parish Centre Lyn & Sharman 
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Saints for the Week 
 
Friday 10th William Laud, archbishop of Canterbury, martyr (d.1645) 
 
Diary for the Week 
 
Sunday 5th January 2020 – THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
 

• 09:00 – Holy Eucharist– Chapel of St Mark & St Luke 

• 12:00 – Sudanese Service (Dinka) – Chapel of St Mark & St Luke 

• 18:00 – Prayer Meeting, Praying for 2020 – Chapel of St Mark & St Luke 
 

 
Sunday 12th January 2020 – THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 

• 09:00 – Holy Eucharist – Chapel of St Mark & St Luke 

• 12:00 – Sudanese Service (Dinka) – Chapel of St Mark & St Luke 

• 19:00 – TAIZE Service – Chapel of St Mark & St Luke 
 

Contacts 
 
Des Smit (Rector) – 0451 920 258 – des.smit@yahoo.com 
Martha Kongor (Assistant Priest,) – 0422 754 275 – m.kongor@yahoo.com.au 
Marion Blackwell (Churchwarden) – 0409 401 788 – marion@lostrealm.com 
Gail Mosdell (Churchwarden) – 0416 025 259 – gailmosdell@bigpond.com 
Teresa Gastevich (Secretary) – 0413 013 797 – tagastev@iinet.net.au  
Anne Marie Marks (Treasurer) – 0410 641 816 – am@marks.com.au  
Bev Richards (Prayer Chain) – 0422 814 313 – bev.richards@outlook.com 
Diane Price (Taize Service) – 9307 5591 – No email address 
Anne Barlow (Casserole Care) – 0414 734 170 – barlowcomet@iprimus.com.au 
Parish office – 9307 1112 – office@whitfords.perth.anglican.org 
 
 
Social Media & Websites 
 
For newsletters, pew sheets, parish blog and more – 
http://www.whitfords.perth.anglican.org 
 

 Like us on Facebook at Whitfords Anglican Community Church 
 

 Follow us on Twitter at Whitfords Anglican Community Church 
 
Mission plan website – www.missionplan.com.au  
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Bible Readings 
 
All our Bible readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 
unless otherwise noted. 
 
Direct Debit Information 
 
The parish account number for direct debits or electronic transfer is 
 
BSB: 706 001 
Account Number: 30003114 
 
The Last Word 
 
A man dies and goes to heaven where St. Peter meets him at the pearly gates. St. 
Peter says, “You need 1000 points to make it into heaven. You tell me all of the good 
things you’ve done, and I award you a certain number of points for each item. When 
you reach 1000 points, you get in.” 
 
“Okay,” the man says, “I was happily married to the same woman for fifty years and 
never cheated on her, not even in my mind.” 
 
“That’s wonderful,” says St. Peter, “that’s worth two points!” 
 
“Two points?” he says. “Well, I attended church all my life and gave my ten percent 
tithe faithfully.” 
 
“Terrific!” says St Peter. “That’s definitely worth a point.” 
 
“One point? My goodness! Well, what about this; I started a soup kitchen in my city 
and worked in a shelter for the homeless?” 
 
“Fantastic, that’s good for two more points,” St Peter says. 
 
“TWO POINTS!” the man cries. “At this rate the only way I can get into heaven is by 
the grace of God!” 
 
“Now that’s what we’re looking for! Come in!” 
 
 

 

 

 

 



The Old Testament Lesson is written in the book of the Prophet Isaiah, Chapter 
60 beginning to read from verse 1(-6) 
 
60 Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
    and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
    they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
    all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
    and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

 
 

Hear the word of the Lord; 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 72 
 
Give the king your judgement, O God: 
and your righteousness to the son of a king, 
 
That he may judge your people rightly: 
and the poor of the land with equity. 
 
Let the mountains be laden with peace  
because of his righteousness: 
and the hills also with prosperity for his people. 

  
May he give justice to the poor among the people: 
and rescue the children of the needy,  
and crush the oppressor. 
 
May he live while the sun endures: 
and while the moon gives light,  
throughout all generations. 
 
May he come down like rain upon the new-mown fields: 



and as showers that water the earth. 
 
In his time shall righteousness flourish: 
and abundance of peace, till the moon shall be no more. 
 
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles  
shall bring tribute: 
the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 
 
All kings shall fall down before him: 
and all nations do him service. 
 
He will deliver the needy when they cry: 
and the poor that have no helper. 
 
He will pity the helpless and the needy: 
and save the lives of the poor. 
 
He will redeem them from oppression and violence: 
and their blood shall be precious in his sight. 
 
Glory to God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The New Testament Reading is written in St Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians, 
chapter 3 beginning to read from verse 1(-12) 
 
3 This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles— 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 
was given to me for you, 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to 
perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this 
mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, 
members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 
7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that 
was given to me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the 
saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless 
riches of Christ, 9 and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden 
for ages in God who created all things; 10 so that through the church the wisdom of 
God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access to God in boldness 
and confidence through faith in him.  
 
Hear the word of the Lord; 
Thanks be to God 
 



Gospel Reading 
 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.’ 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; 
for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 
may also go and pay him homage.’ 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord; 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
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