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21st March 2020 
 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter, but the measures taken are needed to 
strengthen our fight against Covid-19 or Coronavirus as it is better known. 
 
We are guided by the decisions made by the Federal Government, State 
Government and local authorities, and of course the guidance of the Archbishop and 
other senior clergy. 
 
We are also finding that the decisions made are changing from day-to-day due to the 
need to respond to the events around us. For example, on Thursday afternoon, I 
along with other Area Deans met with The Most Reverend Kay Goldsworthy AO 
(Archbishop) to discuss church services providing 1.5metre Social Distancing, and 
by Friday morning that had changed to 2.0metres! (Less than 24-hours) 
 
Because of this the Archbishop has ordered that ALL church services be suspended 
effective immediately. We are therefore suspending ALL services and ministries 
(Except for the Prayer Chain and Casserole Care) immediately. 
 
On Sunday 22nd March, I will be at church at 08:30 and 11:30 to inform any person 
who may not have received this letter in time of the plan going forward. 
 
In consultation with your wardens, the following Pastoral Care Plan will be put in 
place as of Monday 23rd March, 2020: 
 

• Every parishioner will be called at least once a week to check in with you. 
 

• Daily emails with a devotional and “good news” will be sent out to every 
parishioner. 
 

• Communion: 
o Reserved elements are available for sick visits. (please inform me 

when I call you) 
o A service of Spiritual Communion will be sent out early next week. 

 

• Visits: 
o Any hospital visits, other than Supreme Unction (Last Rites) will 

managed by the chaplains for the particular hospital (due to hospital 
protocols) 
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o Please restrict your visits within the parish as far as possible, and in 
saying that, if you need me to visit you, PLEASE call, and we will make 
it happen 
 

• Calls: 
o I will be calling each person once a week, but should you hear of 

anyone feeling the pressures, please let Marion Blackwell, Gail Mosdell 
or myself know immediately so that we can take appropriate actions.  
 

• Services & Meetings: 
o I will be saying Morning Prayer at 09:00, Evening Prayer at 17:00 and 

Compline at 21:00 every day. I will pray for each one of you at those 
times – should you require more prayers, please contact the Prayer 
Chain. 

o All Lent, Holy Week and Easter Services (including the Jesus @ the 
Movies) are suspended at this time. 

o Our Parish Council Meetings and the General Meeting is suspended 
for now 

o Home groups – Men’s Fellowship, Meditation, Book club, etc. is 
suspended 
 

Please be assured of our prayers for you, of our commitment to you, and our wishes 
that this pandemic will soon be over and life will resume better than before. 
 
In conclusion I add the last paragraph of the letter from Archbishop Kay –  
 
“I know that you will be as disappointed as I am that these steps (sic) are 
necessary.  However, our first consideration is the health, welfare and safety of the 
people in our parishes and the wider community. 
 
Blessing from APBA: 
  
All our problems, we send to the cross of Christ. 
All our difficulties, we send to the cross of Christ. 
All the devil’s works, we send to the cross of Christ. 
All our hopes, we set on the risen Christ. 
  
And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be among you and remain with 
you always. 
  
+Kay 
 
 
Love in my Master’s Name; 
 

Father Des Smit 
 


